Photoreceptor degeneration in mice: adeno-associated viral vector-mediated delivery of erythropoietin.
The exogenous delivery of erythropoietin (EPO) and EPO derivatives (EPO-Ds) represents a valuable strategy to protect the retina from degeneration. In this chapter we describe a method to deliver EPO and the EPO derivative S100E in the light-damage model of induced retinal degeneration using adeno--associated viral (AAV) vectors and to evaluate the functional and morphological protection of the retina from light damage.